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" By Robert G. Kaiser

" Washington Post Foreign Service

MOSCOW, May 12—The
Chronicle _af Human_Fvents-
the unofficial journal pre-
pared by Soviet dissidents and
suppressed in 1972 by the
KGB, has reappeared after a
hlatus of 18 months.

Three -new issues  of the
Chronicle—which contains
news of dissident activities, of-
ficial repvessions and report
from prison eamps:and psyehi-
atric hosnitals—have reached
“Webtern: mewsmen ers, Their
appbarance is<a -direct c‘ml
lende to thewnolitical- yml-rei
wnd have spent” tWwa- vears-or

~more trymf' o exadicate thei

Chronicle- - “and imprison’
-those responsible for it.

/Vith few exceptions, the,
news-in these~three” new edx-!
tions had already reached!
Western reporters in Moscow,}
So, the mere - fact of the
Chronicle's reappearance is
more noteworthy than the in-

Dissidents suggested - that
these new issues were brought
out primarily as a symbolic
gesture of defiance to the
KGB, which probably believed

< - -Apprgved

snu[fmg out” the Chrenicle.
Seveial dissident sources ac-|
knowledge that the 1oqpmér-3
ance of the Chronicle ngw is;
misleading, since the KGB.

;has succeeded in decimating!

the group that helped assemble
and distribule jt in its carlier,
life, which lasted from April!
1968, to October 1972,

Some members of the {iny
band of active dissidents be-

Alieve it was a mistake (o bring

out new numbers of the
‘Chronicle now, since this is
likely to infuriate the KGBj
and prompt a new round of
searches, arrests and  irials,
The appearance of these new
issues, these dissidents  say,
will net alter the fact that
their “movement” is weaker
than il has been at any time
since the mid-1960s,
' Issue 28 of the Chronicle,
the first of the threc now
humbers to reach Western
journatists lhere,. carries an
fmplicit veply to these erite
feisms, 1t said: l
“The reason  for amnpin"‘
publication of the nm('lc.
was the repeated Hn PP(Q
the KGB (o answer cach new.

issue witly arrests of those the1
TECII1Y crrormmmb et af ywrmyd obinend . o
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ing ‘in the cdltmg ancl dlsm-
bution of the Chronicle . . .1
If we should continue to keep'»
silent, this. would be- cquiva-|

lent to <mpport by, us--cven if,

it is passive and m\'oluntm’y'
support—for a tactic. of hold-|
ing hostages, Wwhich is con-
trary {o moral law and hmnan,
dignity. Thus the Chronicle
resumes publication . . ."

The anonvmous editors who
wrote this note said they rec-‘
ognized “the grave responsi-
bility” they had taken “for
ourselves and also for others.”

[According to Agence
France Presse, persons who

visited ‘Pyotr Yakir, a bistori-
an who was arrested in con-
neetion with the Chronicle in
1972, said he .told them thef
KGPB has a list of 60 persons

who would be arrested should:

a new issue of the journal ap-
pear.}

These new. coples of Lhe
Chronicle—typed . on onion-
‘skin. paper—were -also accom-
panicd by a slatement signed
by three dissidents who ac-
cepted the responsibility for
giving them to Western news-
fmen. The three are Sergei
:Korvalov, a- physicist and col-
league of dissident leader An-
.drei D. Sakharov, the nuclear

physicist; Tatyana Velikanova,.|

deseribed as a mathematies:
programmer, and Tatyana
Khodownch a linguist. Their
statement saxd

“We consider it our duty to
facilitate the wide distribution

{of the Chronicle] to the maxi-:

mum possible extent. We are:
convinced of the nccessily of

making  available this very |

truthful information about in-!
fringemcuts of the basie rights!
of man in the Sovict” Union o
everyone who is interested.”
i The three said they did not
consi(lcr the Chronicle to be
“iNegal, slanderous or defama-!
fory.” despite contrary asser.
ILIOHS by the KGB
Dissident  sources claimed
the new issues were being dis-
|tributed from hand to hand in
| Moscow and other cities, but,

“this could not be confitmed. | %

Dissidents consider'it most im-!
portant to get their documents,
to Western journalists here, sol
the news can be puhlm/cd in
the West. That wifl result in it

estern
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dio stations.
The new issues of the

Chlomclc are similar to ear-
lier ones. They contain factual
reports, all wrilten in a dly,
economlcal style. :

For cxample, issuc No. 30
contained this account of "a
pleviously unreported event
in Kaunas, the capital of So-
viet-Lithuania: ‘

“On dlay 14th, the anniver-
‘'sary of Kalanta’s self-immola-
tion [Roman Kalanta, a stu-
dent of 20, burned himself to
death in 1972 as a protest on
"behalf of Lithuanian demands|
for frecdom,. setting -off riots!
In Kaunas] special patrols’ of
the militia armed with rubber
clubs © and cquipped with
walkie-talkies ~were all over

Kaunas. ''here were also pa-
trols of oifice workers and stu-
dentls who had been detailed
to keep order. ‘Freedom Al
ley, where Kalanta burned
Limself, was very crowded, the'
militia did not allow peopie to
stop there. Under various pre-
texts  scheolehildren  wore
taken out of the city. In some
schiools, classes  continued
from 8 a.n. fo 10 p.m. Some
people tried to put flowers on
Kalanta's grave and on the’
spot where he burned himself,
but they were arrested. The
“numbeyr arrested  is not-
known.” : !

The same issue reported on
;medical care in labor camps at
Perm, in Siberia. It said that a
Lt. Col. Kuznetsov, -the head

of the camp medical panel
that decided which prisoners
should be excused from work
''because.of poor health, forced
sick people to do hard labor.
“The medical panel declared
uhealth,v a Lithuanian named
i Kurkis who was nearing the
!end of his 25-vear term,” the
Chronicle reported,  “Kurkis
“suffered from an ulcer, and
hadn't worked for many years,
DBul after the pancl's new de-
-riston he was put to heavy
work, plowing the nomarre
‘zone. On the first day his ul-
icer burst. The head . .. of the
ccamp called JLt. Col. Kuznct.
ov, who is also the camp
ssurgeon, but Kuznetsov refus
“ed to altend to the paticnt,
referring to Lhe weather, Kur
kis died.”
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